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Agenda

I. The East German State Security Service
(Staatssicherheit – Stasi) – dimensions and demise

II. The Federal Commissioner for the Records of the 
State Security Service of the former German 
Democratic Republic (Stasi-Records-Office - BStU)
– history, tasks, and archival holdings
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The GDR Secret Police (Stasi)
1950-1989

Ein paar Daten auf Folie
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District Administrative 
Offices and Local
Offices of the Stasi 
1989
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Collapse of the Stasi -
The Peaceful Revolution 1989
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The Stasi legacy
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Stasi Archives

99 km paper records (files, documents, maps, 
technical drawings)

12 km Stasi finding aids (index catalogues)

47 km Stasi microfilms

15,500 bags with shredded records

1,45 Mio. images (negatives, positives, slides)

34,000 sound and video recordings

43 Stasi data projects
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audio-visual holdings
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The virtual reconstruction
of shredded Stasi documents

A short video demonstration
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Right of access
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Thank you very much !

www.bstu.bund.de


