If we ask, do we have to listen?

Presentation by:
David Spence
Director; Museum of London Docklands
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WUSEUM IN DOCKLANDS

REVEALING OUR CITY’S UNTOLD HISTORY
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ave tried to be careful in our use of language

. gallery. In particular we have tried to avoid

terms that strip individuals of their humanity

e this was a tactic central to the imposition
avery.

'he word ‘slave’, for example, implies a thing or
ymodity rather than a human being. We have

d the term ‘enslaved African” wherever possible.

he main we have avoided using the terms
" and ‘White’, preferring ‘African’ or
n’. But in the Legacies section of the
engage with the word ‘Black’ as it is
er to the non-White post-war migrant
n Britain.
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This museum up to now has been very interesting and
informing. It is wrong that we should apologise for
something that happened in a previous life. It is also wrong
that we should have "politically correct” thrust upon us in
this way. Whoever compiled this museum should keep
politics out of it. Just show it how it was !l




Table 4: Do the reasons for visiting the Lemdon, Sugar and Slavery Exhibiion differentiate between BAME

sroups and those who defined themselves as “Whate® or “White Brit:h™

Reazons for visinng the London, Ethmicity

Sugar and Slavery Exhibmon White BME (ither Total
Pecreafion Jesirs X 1 I 13
Education generally W pr 4
Taking the chaldren 3 ' % 8
To £nd out about Brtam's role in slavery | 4 15 ] 15
To mark the abolition of Britain's

mvoivement in the slave mada ] 6 0 9
Think about the abolitionists and their .

EIovement - 4
Think abous the Iives of enclaved Afncans, | | . .
what they endured and ackievad ] - u al
Crther 7 3 | |
Tomal ] &0 g 13
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The exhibinion also atracted 2 high number of wisitors whe had not wisited the
musenm befors (73.7%. 1.2.128 out of 179). Half of those wvisitors were “Wnte™ (60
out of 122) and another half belonged to BME groups (61 out of 128).

The second mam reason, after education, for visiting the exlubinion for those
respondents who defined themselves as White or Wlnte British was to find our abour
Britain s role in slavery. For BME wisitors, the second main reason after education
was to think about the lives of enslaved Africans, what they endured and achieved In
addiion, a sigmficant propertion (16%) of BME respondents stated that they came for
other reasons such as to evaluate the museum 5 position, to see how the museum
defines ethnic migrant identity, to learn about a hidden hiztory, to teach their
children, and to see whether the exhibifion shows how Britain ‘re-invented ' slavery
back ro India.
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http.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=S66J0ZAIPWY
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