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Europeana.euEuropeana.eu –– CommuniquCommuniquéé to Vision to Vision 

“A common multilingual access point would make it 
possible to search Europe’s distributed – that is to 
say, held in different places by different 
organisations – digital cultural heritage online. “

European Union Communiqué August 2006

Europeana.euEuropeana.eu inspires ideas & understanding by sharing inspires ideas & understanding by sharing 
EuropeEurope’’s cultural & scientific heritage s cultural & scientific heritage 

with the world onlinewith the world online
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Europeana.euEuropeana.eu ––The VisionThe Vision

Seeing Rembrandt´s paintings as they hung in his
house when he died

Together with letters of sale, books on his
influence, letters to his son, his wife, his patrons

Bringing the 2 halves of the Delacroix painting, 
showing Chopin & George Sand, together
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Europeana.euEuropeana.eu ––The VisionThe Vision

Seeing Rembrandt´s paintings as they hung in his
house when he died

Together with letters of sale, books on his influence, letters 
to his son, his wife, his patrons

Bringing the 2 halves of the Delecroix painting
showing Chopin & George Sand together
Allowing every EU country to tell its stories from
Royalty to Rags and to virtually repatriate their
treasures
A virtual Cultural Tourism giving relevance to our
great institutions ´online exists therefore online is´
The following of a research trail such as finding the 
precursors of Descartes Principia Philiosophia 
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EuropeanaNetEuropeanaNet (EDLnet)(EDLnet)

Thematic Network of 1.3 million euros across 4 
domains: Museums, Libraries, Archives and 
Audiovisual Collections

ü To establish trust between the institutions
ü To create a coalition of the willing
ü To create the organisational structure for a 

European Digital Library
ü To tackle domain level interoperability issues 

(standards)
ü To propose a practical implementation of the 

European Digital Library (a user defined prototype)
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EuropeanaNetEuropeanaNet -- the cross domain the cross domain networknetwork
Archives
Austrian State Archives
European Archive
European Branch of ICA Direcção-Geral de Arquivos
Landesarchiv Baden-Württemberg
National Archives of Finland
Federal Archives of Germany
National Archives of Sweden
National Archives of the Netherlands
National Archive of France
International Institute for Social History
Audio-visual collections
International Association of Sound and Audiovisual Archives
Association des Cinémathèques Européennes
International Federation of Television Archives
European Broadcasting Union
Institut national de l'audiovisuel
Cross-domain associations
Museums, Libraries and Archives Council, UK
Bibliotheksservice-Zentrum Baden-Württemberg
ABM-utvikling, Norway
RUNAS, the Danish Archives, Libraries and Museums
MICHAEL AISBL
Arbeitsgruppe europäischen Angelegenheiten Bibliotheken,Archive Museen
ABM-Centrum, Sweden
Institute for Cultural Memory, Romania
Heritage Malta
Istituto per i beni artistici, culturali e naturali – Regione Emilia-Romagna 
Erfgoed Nederland
Museums
Istituto e Museo di Storia della Scienza
Rijksmuseum

User centric development
Emphasis on Interoperability & Standards
Will enable access to 2 million objects
Has a google speed search in the deep web, 
across the domains & material types
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The work of The work of EuropeanaNetEuropeanaNet

Network of 145 cultural institutions from all Europe
5 Work Groups from each domain & EU country:

Human & Political Interoperability: 
Governance, Business Model & Business Plan and 
acquiring content

Technical & Semantic Interoperability
Object Model, Data Standards, Architecture, Building of 
Europeana.eu Prototype

Users for Usability 
Maquette road tested in 1000 strong survey, focus groups 
in Sweden, Netherlands and UK
Prototype 1 tested in focus groups in Netherlands, Greece, 
France and Romania
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Purpose:
• to provide cross-domain access to Europe’s cultural 

heritage.  

So the Foundation will: 
• facilitate formal agreement across Museums, Archives, 

Audiovisual collections and Libraries on how to cooperate 
in the delivery and sustainability of a joint portal.

• provide a legal framework for use by the EU for funding 
purposes and as a springboard for future governance.

GOVERNANCEGOVERNANCE
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EDL Foundation Board of ParticipantsEDL Foundation Board of Participants

Elisabeth Niggemann (chair)
Martine de Boisdeffre (vice)
Edwin van Huis (treasurer
Claudia Dillmann
Massimo Negri
Hans Geleijnse
Christophe Dessaux
Wim van Drimmelen       

(secretary)

Conference of European National Librarians
European Branch of Intl. Council on Archives
Intl. Fed. of Television Archives 
Association Cinémathèques Europeennes
European Museums Forum
Ligue des Bibliothèques Européennes de Recherche
Multilingual Inventory of Cultural Heritage in Europe
National Library of The Netherlands
International Council of Museums Europe
Consortium of European Research Libraries
Intl. Assoc. of Sound & Audiovisual Archives
Das Bundesarchiv, Germany 
Bibliothèque nationale de France
Institut Audiovisuel, France
Biblioteca Nacional de Espaňa
Ministerio de Cultura - Espaňa

ExecutiveExecutiveExecutive BoardBoardBoard

Executive Director Executive Director 
Jill CousinsJill Cousins
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Projects contributing to the vision of EDL Projects contributing to the vision of EDL 
Foundation Foundation 
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